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A Man With God’s Message 


By H. B. DENDY, Editor 


This issue of the JoURNAL is devoted primarily 
to the subject of mass evangelism and particularly 
to the work which God has been and its doing 
through His servant, Billy Graham. 


* When we outlined our plans, the Associate Editor 
demurred for personal reasons, as he is the father- 
in-law of Mr. cron 


However, when God has so led and so blessed 
that in the short space of a few years a man has been 
used to preach the Gospel to more people than any 
person in the history of the world, it is for Chris- 
tians to rejoice and to examine something of this 
work and the man that God is so using. 


Also, we take this occasion because Mr. Graham 
will be preaching in Montreat from August 10th 
to 17th inclusive. 


There is but one satisfactory explanation of the 
work Billy Graham is doing—the presence and 
power of God’s Holy Spirit. Despite the questions 
and criticisms of those who dislike great evangelistic 
gatherings, these meetings are not the result of an 
emotional emphasis, nor are they dominated by 
high-pressure methods. Rather they are character- 
ized by a spontaneous response to simple Gospel 
preaching which is based on an overpowering con- 
viction of the preacher that the message is true and 
more important than anything else in this world. 


I have received newspaper accounts of these meet- 
ings from a dozen cities in America and it is inter- 
esting to note that these hard-boiled writers all 
speak of the quiet during the message and the ab- 
sence of outward emotional reactions when the in- 
vitation is given. 
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Perhaps the outstanding characteristic of Mr. 
Graham’s work is that he expects results and gets 
them in amazing numbers. One minister has said, 
“God has given him in remarkable measure the 
gift of ‘drawing the net’ and when he asks men and 
women to accept Christ they come by the hundreds, 
and the thousands.” 


Although Mr. Graham had held numerous meet- 
ings in America and in England, during which the 
response had been remarkable, he did not come into 
national prominence until during the campaign in 
Los Angeles in 1949. At that time, after five ardu- 
ous weeks of preaching with relatively normal re- 
sults, one of Los Angeles best known citizens was 
converted and his conversion received immediate 
attention in Los Arzteles and across America; for 
he was Stuart Han.dlen, well knuwn song writer 
and radio personality. 


Within a few days other prominent men were 
converted and people saw and knew that God was 
doing a great work in that city. Out of these meet- 
ings came men who gave up their former occupa- 
tions and who are today working full-time for God. 
Stuart Hamblen wrote “It Is No Secret,” “King 
of All Kings” and “He Bought My Soul at Cal- 
vary, all of them destined to bear an effective 
Christian witness. Jim Vaus, former wire-tapper 
for Micky Cohen and Lou Zemparini, noted Olym- 
pic star began a nation-wide witness for the Lord 
which continues today with wonderful results. Zam- 
parini took time out to visit Japan and look up his 
former captors to witness to them for Christ. 


From Los Angeles M'r. Graham and his team 
went to Boston and preached to crowds up to 50,- 
000 at one time. Then to Columbia, S. C. and then 
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back to New England where his ministry brought 
thousands to Christ and made the national news- 
papers aware of the fact for the first time that re- 
ligion is major news. 


Following this Mr. Graham held meetings in 
Portland, Oregon, Ft. Worth, Shreveport, Seattle, 
Minneapolis, Atlanta, Greensboro, Hollywood, 
Memphis, Washington, Houston, Jackson and other 
cities. All were characterized by very large crowds 
with thousands brought into the kingdom, while 
tens of thousands of others rededicated their lives 
to the Lord. The testimony of hundreds of minis- 
ters is that their own churches and Communities 
have been changed and revitalized as a direct result 
of the meetings. 


During these campaigns families have been re- 
united, wrongs have been made right, restitution 
of stolen property has been made and there have 
been such multiplied evidences of the transforming 
power of the Gospel in the hearts of men and 
women as to stir the entire community. In one city 
it is known that three divorced couples were con- 
verted and were remarried. Again and again people 
have paid old bills, squared themselves with the In- 
ternal Revenue Bureau and in many ways gave pub- 
lic evidence that their lives have been transformed. 
In some instances fugitives from justice have ac- 
cepted Christ and then gone to give themselves up 
to the authorities. From every campaign city we 
have many stories of the working of God’s Holy 
Spirit in the lives of individuals in these spectacular 
ways, while in addition there has been such a mighty 
tide of the quiet working of the Holy Spirit as to 
make law officers, civic leaders and local pastors 
— in saying, “Our city is a better place in which 
to live.’ 


Another result of the meetings is to male an 
entire city and state aware of the imrortance of 
religion. One minister said, ‘““The highest tribute | 
ever heard paid toa minister was given indirectly 
to Mir. Graham. | asked a man from Columbia, 
S. C., what he thought of the Graham meetings 
ond he replied, ‘Every person in Columbia is asking 
themselves this question, Am I saved?’ ” 


With this national and international prominence 
there has naturally come opposition, eriticism and 
deliberate falsehood or misrepresentation. News- 
papers have carried news items and articles about 
Mr. Graham which were untrue. He has maintain- 
ed a policy of refusing to reply to these attacks, feel- 
ing that in time the truth will bé known and that 


if he should become involved in controversy over 
these matters it would entail endless debate to no 


profit. 


On the other hand, many of Mr, Graham’s warm- 
est supporters today are those who viewed his com- 
ing into their community with considerable reserve, 
or even actual hostility. Except for ministers who 
are actual modernists and those extreme funda- 
mentalists who base their work on a dogma of “sep- 
aration,” he has won literally thousands of ministers 
and pastors by his humility, his simple presentation 
of the Gospel and by the unquestionable fact that 
God has laid his hand on him in a special way to 
the winning of tens of thousands of souls to a saving 


faith in Christ. 


Mr. Graham refuses to go into a community un- 
less the great majority ot the local ministers unite 
in the invitation. Nor will he undertake a work on 
any basis other than to channel all of the converts 
into the local churches. That some are later starved 
is a source of deep regret but he rightly contends 
that his mission is to convert sinners and strengthen 
the churches than in any way lead a separate Chris- 
tian movement. Because of Mr. Graham’s strict ad- 
herence to this principle he is under constant attack 
from some extreme groups, but he has the satisfac- 
tion of seeing thousands of individual congregations 
augumented in numbers, strengthened in their spirit- 
ual lives and even the ministers and their own work 
revived. He insists that revival is needed in the 
churches, that after revival comes evangelism to the 
unsaved. 


Not content with the arduous schedule of city- 
wide meetings Mr. Graham has ventured into other 
fields of evangelistic effort on a scale never attempt- 
ed by one man before. Already he and his associates 
have produced two outstanding Christian pictures, 
‘Mid-Century Crusade” and “Mr. Texas,” while 
a third film “Oil Town” is now in process of pro- 
duction. He has set up a separate organization to 
handle the distribution of these films to churches 
and Christian organizations, as well as schools; and 
through the showing of these pictures and the giving 
of the invitation afterwards, thousands have pro- 
fessed conversion. 


But not only is Mr. Graham making the Chris- 
tian film a real evangelistic agency; he is also using 
the radio and television to the same end. “The Hour 
@f Decision” is heard over the entire A. B. C. net- 
work on Sunday afternoon and has attained the 
highest audience rating ewer accorded a religious 
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program. Also, on Sunday night, a different version 
of the “Hour of Decision” is broadcast over the 
ABC television network. The response to the radio 
and television broadcasts has been as spectacular as 
the other channels of evangelistic effort, with thou- 
sands of souls writing in to say they have accepted 


Christ. 


What about money? This has been te.downfall 
of some great Christian workers and \Ir. Graham 
is keenly aware of that fact. From the first he main- 
tained the policy that all finances be handled by the 
local committee made up of pastors and laymen. 
After all of the expenses of the meetings were raised 
no more offerings were taken except one or two 
special offerings for Mr. Graham and his associates. 
However, some of these were large and some began 
to criticize, not realizing that much of this money 
went into the staggering cost of the radio and tele- 
vision programs. But, to steer entirely away from 
criticisms about money, at the beginning of this vear 
Mr.-Graham put himself and all members of his 
staff on a salary basis and special offerings for them 
are no longer taken. However, several offerings are 
taken for the general program of nation-wide evan- 
gelistic effort during a campaign. The present week- 
ly cost of his radio and television programs is about 
$23,000.00, part of this coming from voluntary 


contributions. Neither of these programs is subsi- 


dized. 


The Lord has provided a wonderfully attractive 
and efficient team to be associated with Mr. Gra- 
ham. Cliff Bargows has outstanding ability as a 
song leader and platform manager. Beverly Shea is 
rightly known as “America’s beloved gospel singer,” 
not only with a magnificent bass-baritone voice but 
with a warmth of Christian love shining through 
his voice and in his face. Grady Wilson is the effec- 
tive associate evangelist while Tedd Smith and Paul 
Michelson are musicians of outstanding ability and 
feeling. 


As Mr. Graham continues his ministry of bring- 
ing to America a renewed awareness of its need for 
God and as he goes from city to city in his work for 
“revival in our time,” this editor would bespeak 
for him the prayers of all of God’s people. We 
should uphold his hands by prayer, not only that 
God’s power may continue upon him but also that 
he may be kept from every onslaught of Satan. 


It can well be that through Mr. Graham, and 
the many other faithful witnesses of our day, God 
will truly give America a spiritual awakening and 
revival and make our nation the spiritual blessing 
the world so greatly needs. 


EDITORIAL 


‘Three Marks 


Of Evangelism 
obviously means proclaiming the Gos- 


pel. Obviously then, it can only flourish with 

the preaching of the Gospel. The Gospel is 
the message of God concerning His Son, Who was 
made of the seed of David according to the flesh, 
and shown to be the Son of God in a mighty man- 
ner by the resurrection from the dead according to 
the Spirit, even Jesus Christ our Lord. The Gospel 
tells how Christ died for our sins and rose again 
the third day according to the Scriptures. Foul and 
full of sin we are—but as our substitute He was 
delivered up for our offenses. We are all unright- 
eousness—but as our representative He was raised 
again for our justification. 


Evangelism means a free or universal offer of 
the Gospel. Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye 
to the waters! Yea, come buy wine and milk with- 
out money and without price. Let him that heareth 
say come, and whosoever will, let him come. As we 
ofter the Gospel to all, so we press it urgently upon 
each. Now is the accepted time. Today is the day 
of salvation! Today if ve will hear his voice harden 
not your hearts. 


As ambassadors of God, we beseech you in 
Christ’s name: be ye reconciled to God! It is not 
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using John Calvin’s name aright to set up the de- 
crees of God as an excuse for not obeying the com- 
mand of God to offer the Gospel to all. 


Calvin was not primarily a logician. He was an 
expositor of Holy Scripture, and got the view of 
God and man’s respective decision chiefly from John 
3:1-20. There he found that the whosoever will 
of John 3:16 is preceded by the new birth of the 
Spirit by which the natural man is enabled to re- 
ceive the things of the Kingdom. And it is followed 
by the solemn warning that light is come into the 
world and men refuse it because their deeds are 
evil and thus they prefer darkness to the light, Ac- 
cordingly, he compressed John 3:1-20 into the state- 
ment that the Gospel is freely offered to all: the 
man who rejéts it has himself to blame—it is his 
own sin; the man who accepts has the gracious 
Spirit to thank. 


Evangelism means trust in and prayer to God for 
His life-giving grace. The evangelistic Church is 
the living Church, or better it is the Church of the 
living God. 


Paul the evangelist preached not in the wisdom 
of men, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power that the faith of his converts might not stand 
in the wisdom of man but in the power of God. 


He recognized that the natural man is at enmity 
toward God, and that the things of the Spirit are 
foolishness unto him. Yet under God’s direction 
he called natural men to repent and believe the 
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Gospel. . . . to do what they cannot do in their 
own strength. 


Is that sensible? 


Yes, if we preach as ambassadors of Almighty 
(God—ot God who commissioned us to proclaim 
His Gospel and who accompanies that Gospel with 
His own power to illumine hearts that men may 
believe. 


Some faithful personal workers got a man of 
Jewish background interested enough to call on 
their minister. The man complained: “I cannot un- 
derstand what they are trying to tell me, but I am 
impressed with their character and their ability to 
stand under difficulties.”’ 


The minister replied: ‘Let us kneel here and ask 
for the gift of the Spirit that we may understand.” 


Our Father is more ready to give His Holy Spirit 
to them that ask Him than parents are to give good 
gifts to their children. Jesus called Lazarus who had 
been dead four days to come forth and by the resur- 
rection power of God Lazarus did what no dead 
man can do. He came forth. 


We call men dead in trespasses and sins, to come 
forth. And by the gracious illumination and quick- 
ening power of the Holy Spirit they do come forth, 


that is, they de repent and believe the Gospel. 
—Wm.C.R. 


The Ministry Of 
God’s Word In 


Evangelism 
the word!” ‘This is indeed the 


watchword of New Testament evangelists, 

and of all who would follow in their steps. 
The promise of God to honor His word is as sure 
today as the day in which it was given. The par- 
able of Christ concerning the seed and the sower 
has not lost its meaning, for now, as then, “faith 
cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of 
God.” If we would reap souls, we must sow the 
Gospel seed. 


Peter reminds us that to be born again is to be 
born of incorruptible seed, “by the word of God 
which liveth and abideth forever.” 


James, in his deeply spiritual and ever practical 
epistle, encourages us to “receive with meekness the 
implanted word which is able to save our souls.” 


John tells us that “this is the record, that God 
has given to us eternal life, and this life is in His 
Son.” 

The record is given that we “may believe on the 
name of the Son of God,” and that “believing we 
might have life through His name,” and the record 


is the Word of God. 
David, in singing the praises of the living God, 
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chants joyfully: ““Thou hast magnified thy word 
above all thy name.” 


Fhe entrance of God’s word gives light. The en- 
trance of His word gives life, for He said, “THe * ) 


words that speak unto you . . ¢ are life.” 


‘The preaeher sought to find out acceptable 
words: and that which was written was upright, 
even words of truth.”” The need of the hour is not 
telling stories that illustrate a word of truth, but 
for the preaching of the truth of the Word that tells 
the story! “‘Sanctify them through thy truth; thy 
word is truth.” 


Every evangelist who has made full proof of his 
ministry through fruit that remained has been a man 
who preached the Word of God, as the Word of 
God, believing the God of the Word would accom- 
plish His purpose through it. 

The pattern is plain; the promise is sure. Let us 
go forth with weeping, sowing beside all waters, 
knowing that sheaves will be gathered from fields 
white unto harvest. “Preach the word !’’—H.L.L. 


O son of man, I 
have set thee... 


A Watchman 
(5 God, ser men to God, building men up in 


God, setting men to work for God was a 
three-fold program that | heard in my early 


Texas ministry from a great man of God. The. 


order is vital, as the first objective must always 
come first. 

The primary mission of the church of Christ and 
it's consuming passion must always be, bringing 
lost men and women and children to the only Sa- 
viour. With more than a billion lost souls living 
in our generation, candidates for eternity,- without 
God and without hope in the world; our task comes 
into clear focus and we cannot in faithful obediertce 
be content with any secondary commitment usufp. 
ing its place. — 

If we inveigh against mass evangelism and em- 
phasize, out of proportion, its weaknesses, forget- 
ting that all methods in human hands are imperfect ; 
we put ourselves in strange company. We are con- 
demning the work of John the Baptist, a great, 
sensational, evangelistic preacher to the masses of 
his day. Moreover, we are judging and deriding 
the matchless contributions of Spurgeon and Wes- 
ley ; of Moody and Sunday; of Chapman and of our 
own Billy Graham, besides a host of God-blessed 


servants and witnesses. 
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Personal witnessing daily must be our continual 
avenue of service to our Saviour and the cause of 
evangelism. 

Visitation evangelism is being mightily blessed 
and honored by the Holy Spirit in our day. 


Sunday by Sunday, pastor-preaching of the full 
Gospel with its message to lost souls, and its call 
and claim upon professed Christians and its warn- 
ings and promises; is the regular, indispensible 
method of evangelism for every minister of the 
Gospel. 


With Paul we should all say, “That I might by 


all means save some.” 


However, in our scholarly discussions of the 
methods of evangelism we often are found follow- 
ing no method with any Christian zeal and deep- 
demanding commitment. We need to return to the 
eternals of our faith. We need to find and fol- 
low the foot prints of Him Who came to seek and 
to save those who were lost. We need to stand si- 
lently and hear again as He calls across the ages: 
“All power is given unto Me in heaven and on 
earth. Go ye therefore and teach all nations . 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | 
have commanded you .. .”” and then we can claim 
the climax promise: “Lo, I am with vou alway.” 


The urgency of the Gospel is being watered 
down. We are tempted to blink the solemn awful- 
ness and doom of sin. We are fiddling with the 
fringes while millions stumble into eternal night. 
We are failing Him, Whose heart-passion glistened 
in His tears over Jerusalem, as He declared their 
ears, dull and their hearts, hard to His tender call, 
saving: “How often would I—and ye would not— 
behold your house is left unto you desolate.’’ God 
help us to be faithful in the presence of the desola- 
tion and doom of sin all about us.—S. McPh.G. 


What Is 
The News? 


6698S THERE any news this morning,” said a 
friend to Alfred Lord Tennyson, as he met 
him on the street. “There is old news, and 

new news, and the best of news,” he replied, “Jesus 


Christ came into the world to save sinners.” 
Evangelism is telling that news. 


Is there any news from\ehe-Lord, asks the Old 
Testament prophet? Yes, there is news from the 
Lord, the Good News, the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Evangelism is telling that News to a 
world of lost men; telling it so that people will be 
interested, listen, and their soul shall live. Ho, 
everyone that thirsteth, cried the Old Testament 
evangelist, come ye to the waters, and I suppose he 
was standing beside some river as he cried out. 


Some of these men of God told the News in a 
most dramatic and spectacular manner. They used 


some crude and striking illustrations; became spec- 
tacle: to men; put themselves in most uncomfortable 
and seemingly ridiculous positions, in order that 
men might hear their message, and that they might 
turn some from sin before they died. 


Paul made himself “all things to all men, in or- 
der that by all means he might save some.’’ He was 
in dead earne:t about this thing we call evangelism. 
He did not consider what men would say — per- 
haps that he was mad. 


Are we willing to follow the leadership of the 
Holy Spirit, not thinking of ourselves, or of what 
other men might say, but only of winning souls? 
| am afraid | am too formal, too “set in my ways,” 
too much of an old-fashioned Presbyterian who 
wants to do everything “decently and in order.” I 
see others gladly ‘make fools of themselves’ for 
the sake of the Gospel. 


One thing I am determined not to do; to criti- 
cize or put a stumbling block in the path of anyone 
who is crying out, even in the most crude way, 
“Come, ve sinners, Come and be saved.”’ 

God has to use unusual men and unusual meth- 
ods to reach icy hearts and hardened sinners. He 
did it in the Great Welsh Revival, in the Great 
Revival under the Wesleys. May he ‘‘do it again,” 
and do it soon. We need A Great Awakening in 
America and in the world. Let us pray for it, and 
not be shocked or ashamed if it comes in a strange 


way.—J].K.P. 


Oral Prayers 


NE of the texts which Billy Graham has 
() made wide and eftective use of is [1 Chron. 

7:14: “If my people, which are called by 
my name, shall humble themselves and pray, and 
seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways: 
then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their 
sin, and will heal their land.” 


The record of great revivals of the past, as well 
as those more recent, usually show that prayer was 
a major factor; promotional prayer beforehand, 
sustaining prayer during the engagement, and fol- 
low-up prayer. This included private, or ‘‘closet 
prayer,” group prayers and assembly prayers. | have 
come to believe that prayer has more to do with the 
real success of an evangelistic effort than all the 
other activities combined, whether in personal work 
or in the mass meeting. In my own experience in 
evangelistic meetings the best results have been 
where earnest prayer, well organized, was invested 
in advance and throughout the effort. 


While recognizing the potency and the necessity 
for secret prayer, I am thinking at this moment of 
the great need for public prayer. What a help it 
is to a pastor if he has a considerable number in 
his congregation upon whom he can call to lead 
the assembly in prayer. And by that I do not mean 
prayers made up of stereotyped phrases, but prayers 
which go right to the heart of the needed blessing. 
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I visited a church with 400 members and the 
pastor told me that not one of them could lead in 
prayer. Not even one of the seven members of his 
session would lead in prayer. He had only recently 
come to that pastorate. He immediately began a 
campaign of organizing family prayers in the homes 
of his elders, as a starter for public prayers, and 
when I last heard from him he had gotten three of 
them to leading their families in prayer and also 
to the point of praying in the Wednesday night ser- 
vice, 


Needless to say, they were the younger members 
of the session. When a man grows old in “prayer 
silence,” it is a very difficult thing to get him 
started in public prayer. He will tell you, himself, 
“you cannot teach an old dog new tricks.” 


Which leads me to suggest that you cannot begin 
too early to teach your young people to pray—au- 
dibly. It is so easy to teach a little child to pray. 
True, they may not understand perfectly just what 
it is all about. But I have been amazed at how 
simple, how direct, how wise are the prayers of 
some of these little folks, and as they grow up, ask- 
ing the Heavenly Father for what they want is a 
perfectly normal thing to do, audibly or inaudibly 
as the circumstances may require. 


When I came to this little church of about 70 
members four years ago, there were only two people 
in it who could pray in public. We started a Wed- 
nesday night Bible study, taking up one book of the 
Bible at a time. 


Our first meeting was in a private home. There 
were four present. Gradually the attendance and 
interest grew and in ten months there were 10 or 
12 regular_afttendants. 


Last Wednesday night there were 25 present. 
We just sit around in a double circle, and after first 
asking the Holy Spirit to be our Teacher, read a 
verse at a time, pause and discuss or ask questions. 
| felt very much the need of prayer to follow these 
discussions, prayer in which each one might take a 
part, 


One night I took to the meeting some paper slips 
upon which were typed verses from the Psalms— 
verses that are prayers, like “Create within me a 
clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 
me.” I asked each one to take a verse and memorize 
it for the next meeting. They did it very well. When 
they repeated their verses all around, | asked them 
to bow their heads, close their eyes and repeat the 
verse as a prayer, closing with “For Christ's sake, 
Amen.” They did it. Then I startled them by say- 
ing, “Now each one of you has led in public prayer.”’ 
I asked them to hold to their prayer verses and on 
the next Wednesday night to repeat them again in 
the same manner, except to add just one little pe- 
tition of their own before saying “Amen,” some- 
thing for themselves, or for the church, or for the 
Sunday School, or for the village, or for the presi- 
dent of the United States, or for peace, or for the 
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world—just something out of their own hearts. 
Nearly all of them did this the next Wednesday 
night. Some added more than one thing. It was 
interesting to note how pleased they were to dis- 
cover they could do this, 


‘There are several very young people in the group; 
they come with their parents. They are as eager 
to take part in the “public prayer’ as any, if not 
more so. One boy eight years old prayed so earnest- 
ly, “Lord, help us to finish this church!” (We are 
in the process of building, as you might surmise). 
I can now call on any one of a dozen of these to 
lead in prayer in one of the public services on Sun- 
day. Our Sunday School superintendent, who up to 
a year ago, used only the Lord’s Prayer, in concert, 
in the opening exercises, now leads in a prayer of 
his own right out of his heart, and | assure you it 
is an uplifting prayer. 


Whenever people can come to the understanding 
that prayer is praise and thanksgiving and simply 
asking the Heavenly Father for that which He is 
so ready to give, it becomes a normal Christian ex- 
ercise—and not an ordeal. 


| hope that many prayers will be earnestly made 
for the Billy Graham meeting at Montreat in Au- 
yust, and that the Lord will be pleased to give Him- 
self a great harvest there, and to us that rich bless- 
ing of being a party to it—in prayer.—W.C.S. 


“Ye Visited Me 
In Prison” 


I have seen few men in my life who were so 
wholly committed to the Lord’s will and so given 
to His service that the things of this world made 
little or no difference to them. Salary, position, com- 
fort, ease, rest, food, security—these things that 
mean so much to most of us are as so much trash 
to my friend, Floyd Hipp, who gave up his good 
;job as an auto body builder, sold his tools, thus 
ist his bridges behind him, and went out as 
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the Lord ealled him to preach the love of Christ 
to men behind prison bars. He has turned down 
positions with salary and security from two churches 
that wanted him to conduct local city missions, and 
feeling the definite call of God to carry the Gospel 
to those who cannot otherwise hear it, he has gone 
out on faith to the prisons, convict camps, and peni- 
tentiaries. | have been amazed at the results obtain- 
ed by this man of God. Week after week, going in 
cold and in heat, he has from twenty-five to seventy- 
five definite decisions for Christ, many with tears 
and repentance and an earnest desire to win their 
fellow prisoners. 


Qur Fishers of Men Club, interdenominational, 
begun in Chattanooga in 1920, the year after Bills 
Sunday conducted one of his greatest campaigns 
here, and which has continued meeting every week 
for these thirty-two years for the sole purpose of 
winning men to Christ, has undertaken to help in 
supporting our fellow-member, Floyd Hipp. We 
are convinced his call of God is as real as was 
Paul’s. 


The secret of his success is twofold: faith and 
love, faith working through love. T'aunts, indigni- 
ties, indifterence, refusals, none of these things move 
him. To three men standing behind the bars, he 
said: “Brothers, may I read the precious Word of 
(god to you, about Christ who loved vou enough 
to die for you?” A pint cup of water was dashed 
in his face; wiping it off with his handkerchief, he 
said with closed eves. “‘Lord Jesus, they treated you 
worse than this, for they spat in vour face. | am 
happy to sufter for your sake.”’ Then he went on to 
read the Word and speak to three quiet men, si- 
lenced by such patience under adversity, and two of 
them knelt in repentance to accept the Lord as their 
Saviour. 


An incident from one of his recent reports to our 
Club will show the efforts he takes to win a soul to 
Christ and how the Lord honors his eftorts: 


“If you remember, something like a year 
ago I wrote about a call that I made for a 
prisoner to the home of a man whose name 
was Bob Johnson, who lived about one and 
one-half miles out from Rogersville. He was 
a brickmason. At my service that day at the 
County jail there was a young man who said 
he had given his heart to the Lord and he de- 
sired that I visit this Mr. Johnson, who was 
prosecuting him, and see if he would not lift 
his charge against him, as he was saved and 
would like to have another chance. He said 
he would prove himself to be the right kind 
of a man. 


“I drove out to this country home and found 
Mr. Johnson. He was the father of ten chil- 
dren, most of them small. Neither he nor his 
wife were saved. He would not even have a 
Bible in his home and was very hard and wick- 
ed. I talked to him about this boy in jail and 
the possibility of getting him released by lift- 
ing the charges against him and giving him 
another chance. He blared out and said. ‘No, 
1 will not, I will give him the works!’ I then 
appealed to him from the standpoint of his own 


children, how that some of them or all of them 
might someday be in jail and he would want 
mercy for them. I tried to show him how God 
was so very merciful to us who had all sinned 
against Him and rejected Him, and how He 
brought down through His love for us His 
precious, sinless Son, His only begotten Son, 
to die for salvation, that our sins might be for- 
given. Then I was led of the Lord to say, ‘You 
are accountable not only for your own squl's 
salvation but for these dear children. You ‘and 
the a of these children should be saved 
and should take the children to church and 
Sunday School (which thing they were not 
doing).’ I also said, ‘you should gather them 
around you in the living room at night before 
bed-time and read God’s precious Word to 
them and have prayer with them.’ This seemed 
to get under his skin a bit and he said, ‘I will 
give the boy another chance.’ I had prayer 
and left them, as neither he nor she seemed 
ready to accept the Saviour. 


“Well, I felt burdened to pray for that fam- 
ily, and did so for several months. A few days 
ago I was at Rogersville for services at the 
County Jail and the Lord greatly blessed at 
the services. Several came in acceptance of the 
Saviour. After the service, I felt led to drive 
out to Bob Johnson’s home and see how things 
were. As I came in sight of the house I de- 
cided to withhold my identity and see if they 
remembered me. Mrs. Johnson came to the 
door. Mr. Johnson was out on the job and his 
wife and three of the children were at home. 
She remembered me immediately and said, 
‘My husand has desired to write you but did 
not have your address.’ Then she began to tell 
me how things had greatly changed since I was 
there that evening. She said, ‘After you were 
gone my husband was all torn up. He was 
miserable. We would catch him crying but he 
tried to keep it from us. Then one night he 
went down to the West End Baptist Church 
and was gloriously saved. Now he is preaching 
part time, and one night while he was preach- 
ing God spoke to my hard heart. I just did not 
believe that this thing about God giving His 
Son to die for us was so.’ (As you remember, 
they would not, or he would not, have a Bible 
in their house.) She told me they are now tak- 
ing the children to church and Sunday School 
and at evening time they gather them around 
and read God’s precious Word to them and 
have prayer. When she had spoken these words 
1 was so choked I could hardly speak. I said, 
‘Let’s pray,’ and down on our knees we went, 
thanking God for His great mercy and His 
matchless grace. What a Saviour! a 


“On the mantel of this home lay two well- 
used Bibles and nothing else. ‘Be ye stead- 
fast, unmovable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, for as much as ye know that your 
a is not in vain in the Lord.’ I Cor. 15: 


Brother Hipp’s report for that week showed fifty- 
three decisions for Christ, seventy-nine engagements 
kept, ninety-six Gospels of John given out. Bible 
classes with correspondence courses are started in 
many places and many men on dismissal are helped 
in getting jobs. The life of this man, aided by his 
wite, who is wholly sympathetic with his work, is 
an inspiration to all of us who know him and love 
him. “Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye did it unto me.” J.P.M. 
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Augusta -- 
By The Rev. Cary N. Weisiger, Il 


Pastor, Mt. Lebanon United Presbyterian 
Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


In October of 1948 Billy Graham had one of his 
first city-wide meetings in Augusta, Ga. He came 
as a young man not nationally known. Dr. A. War- 
ren Huyck, able pastor of the First Baptist Church 
there, one day asked me: “Is Billy the one we are 
looking for?’ He was referring to a figure of 
Moody's stature. I think that by now the answer 
has been given. 


In those early days, just four years ago, Billy 
already had such teammates as Cliff Barrows, Grady 
Wilson and Beverly Shea. He had a fresh appeal 
and an attitude toward finances that was above re- 
proach, 


The campaign did Augusta much good. Some of 
the lost were reached. Many indifferent church 
members became assured Christians. The follow-up 
could have been better. ‘That came later as a result 
of experience. 


Am I as keen in supporting Billy Graham now 
as | was four years ago? ‘The answer is an emphatic 
“Yes.’’ Even as I write we are not much more than 
a month away from a great campaign te open here 
in Pittsburgh September 7. 


Prayer is going up. Expectation is mounting. Or- 
ganization is maturing. Billy and his co-workers 
will come. God will touch Pittsburgh. 


Memphis -- 
By R. B. Clinton 
Presbyterian Elder, Memphis, Tenn. 


In May, 1951, Billy Graham came to Memphis 
to hold a four weeks evangelistic meeting, but we 
persuaded to stay a fifth week. From the first {he 
services were well attended, although they we 
held in an iron clad building at the Fair Grounds 
and the weather was very warm. 
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Layer the meetings were moved to Crump Sta- 
dium,\a football field with unroofed stands. ‘Twenty 
thousand attended the first meeting there, on a 
Sunday afternoon and no one left in spite of the 
ext hot sun, 


On the Sunday evening that the final meeting 
was held, the cooperating churches did not have 
services. The 28,000 seats in the stadium were filled, 
several thousand people sat on the football field, 
and about two thousand others could not find a seat 
even on the ground. 


During the five weeks 4,500 were converted or 
reconsecrated. Thousands were helped who did not 
vo to the front when the invitation was given. 
Many church members who had lost interest were 
moved to take their places in the church again. Pas- 
tors and people of the cooperating churches were 
well pleased with the results. 


Billy Graham is a great evangelist who bases his 
messages upon the Bible, saying again and again, 
‘The Bible says.” A fine team travels with him, 
among them Cliff Barrows, his song leader, who is 
a fine director, and a consecrated Christian. Bever- 
ly Shea, his soloist, has no equal anywhere. The 
Graham meetings made a lasting impression upon 
thousands of Memphians. 


Seattle -- 


By The Rev. Albert J. Lindsey, D.D. 


Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, 
Tacoma, Wash. 


Almost a year has passed since the soul-moving 


~meetings held by Billy Graham in Seattle entered 


into the files of history. The Great Northwest, 
known for its indifterence to spiritual things, re- 
puted to have the smallest percentage of church at- 
tendance in the nation, will long remember the 
countless blessings and new life which these meet- 
ings brought to the entire Puget Sound area. 


With the thousands who found Christ there 
came a new respect for the ministry of the Gospel. 
Church after church found a new spiritual enthusi- 
asm. While some liberal churches were irritated, yet 
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evangelical churches were strengthened and many 
“border-line churches’ —stepped over the line to now 
carry forth a clear witness in their ministry for 


Christ. 


While it is not given to evaluate such spiritual 
movements—that record is above—vet we of the 
Northwest thank God for Billy and his ministry in 
our midst. 


By William G. Barnet 


Chairman, Seattle Crusade Evangelistic 
Committee 


The Greater Seattle Gospel Crusade closed Sun- 
day, September 2, 1951, with 30,000 people present. 
This brought the total attendance to 443,000 per- 
sons. During this time 6,841 converts responded to 
the invitation. 


The members of our own church who so faith- 
fully served their Lord during these past weeks, in 
the choir, nursery, ushers and personal workers, felt 
they were well repaid for the many hours given, and 
all who attended received a great blessing. Many 
have expressed regrets that the meetings ended all 
too quickly, yet feel that it must be just the begin- 
ning of a greater spiritual work in our own beloved 
church, 


Many times the evangelist warned the American 
people that the oppression of Communism, which 
has swept over the Orient and parts ot Europe, 
could engulf America, unless we have in this coun- 
try a great spiritual revival. 


Three of Billy Graham’s sermons were on the 
subject of conversion, dealing with repentance, faith 
and the new birth and brought the theological terms 
and doctrinal conceptions into every day language 
and made them readily understandable by everyone 
present. 


One of his finest sermons was about the impor- 
tance of a God fearing home life. 


“A nation is only as strong as her homes,” the 
evangelist warned his listeners. “The greatest men 
of our day were not fashioned on battlefields, but 
in cradles and at the firesides of their childhood 
homes. Our country should fear disloyalty and con- 
tention at the fireside more than any political force, 
because the very root and the very foundation, the 
heart and the soul of our society is the home.”’ The 
evangelist deplored the high American divorce rate 
and said, “I am convinced that there is only one 
thing halting the destruction of the American way 
of life and that is the existence of Christian insti- 
tutions.” 


Those of us who listened to this man of God tell 
us what “the Bible says” and “God says” felt our 
hearts burn within us and many rededicated their 
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life anew to the advancement of God's Kingdom 
and the cause of Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Atlanta -- 
By Dr. R. McFerran Crowe 


Pastor, North Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
Atlanta, Ga. 


The Billy Graham meetings in Atlanta (fall, 
1950) made a great impact upon the church mem- 
bers themselves. To sit with 12 to 20 thousand oth- 
ers and have your soul searched by the Word of 
God until you wait before Him, alone, repentant, 
realizing that the same sword has touched the quick 
in most of the others there—students, clerks, truck 
drivers, thieves, soda fountain boys and girls, bank- 
ers, city officials, ministers of the Gospel and the 
Governor of the State—is to experience the radical 
effects of God's cleansing power which accompanies 
His forgiveness. 


It was like a clean, crisp breeze on a heavy, sul- 
try night. It brought reassurances of the power of 
God to deal with any number of people, even the en- 
tire world. And we knew intuitively that the depth 
of all sin was not beyond His reach. 


The campaign was directed to the conversion of 
those who had never been Christians. This was as 
it should be. The fact that many professing Chris- 
tians made professions of faith all over again in no 
wise detracted from the effectiveness of the cam- 
paign, for while it was a testimony to their (the 
subjects’) bad theology, it was at the same time an 
evidence of the convicting power of the Holy Spirit. 
He it was, you recall, who moved upon His saint 
of old, David, to confess his guilt and record it for 
all to read in Psalm 51. 


Billy Graham is an instrument in God's hand for 
our day. Any city will do well to have him. 


By Dr. J. McDowell Richards 


President, Columbia Theological Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga. 


It is impossible to estimate aright the spiritual 
good which was accomplished by the Billy Graham 
meeting in Atlanta, but I am confident that it was 
great and lasting. Large crowds were drawn nightly 
to the tabernacle which had been erected in the 
local baseball park, and to these the Gospel was 
preached in simplicity and with power. This fact 
was in itself sufficient to justify the meeting, for 
many of those who went to hear the evangelist Were 
not regular church goers, and, assuredly, Gods 
Word shall not return unto Him void. 


Although the number of accessions to Atlanta 
churches which could be attributed immediately to 
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the meeting was not large, there were thousands of 


reconsecrations to Christ, and multitydes of lives 
must inevitably have been touched both directly and 
indirectly. | was particularly pleased By Dr. Gra- 


ham’s attitude toward the churches, an 
earnest desire to work hand in hand with the local 
ministers at all times. His message to the students 
of Columbia Seminary, delivered in our chapel on 
Thanksgiving morning, 1950, was one of the finest 
| have ever heard from any one at any time. 


By Morgan Blake 
Sports Editor, The Atlanta Constitution 


In the six glorious weeks of Billy Graham's base- 
ball park revival in Atlanta (October 29, 1950 
through December 10) more than 6,000 conversions 
resulted and thousands of Christians were blessed 
ynd their faith strengthened. 


\ It was during the meeting in Atlanta that Billy 
Graham and his party started the special Sunday 
afternoon services on a national radio hookup. His 
Atlanta congregations helped launch the program 
with a special offering of $15,000. In addition to 
the weekly radio programs, Dr. Graham's Sunday 
afternoon meetings are now on a national television 
chain, It was also in Atlanta that one of Dr. Gra- 
ham’s regular revival services was first telecast. 
WSB, the ‘T.V. station of the Atlanta Journal, did 
the televising. 


‘Vhe Graham ‘Tabernacle in Atlanta was built 
around and over the diamond and part of the out- 
field at the baseball park.. The platform and speak- 
ers stand were in center field. Just behind were seats 
tor the 1,000 voice choir that Cliff Barrows direct- 
ed. The front entrance of the auditorium, at the 
center of the baseball grand stand was left open. 
The sidewalls were made of canvas. In good weath- 
er, the sides were raised during the meeting, per- 
mitting overflow crowds both in the grand stands 
and bleachers. The top capacity was around 25,000. 


During the Crusade here we had bad luck with 
the weather. That fall was one of the coldest in the 
history of Atlanta, and there was so many nights 
when it was too disagreeable for the sides to be 
raised, 


Despite this, the average attendance was very 
large from the opening Sunday afternoon when 25,- 
OOO greeted Dr. Graham until the final meeting 
six weeks later, over a half million people heard the 
young evangelist. 


The revival in Atlanta was sponsored by some 
one hundred and thirty five churches of all evan- 
gelical denominations. Church attendance increased 
greatly following the meeting and the impact on 
Atlanta’s religious life nearly two years after is 
still great. 
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Washington -- 
By The Rev. L. R. Elson, D.D., Litt.D. 


Pastor, National Presbyterian Church, 
Washington, D. C. 


For tive weeks last January and February Evan- 
velist Billy Graham preached the Gospel of Christ 
in the nation’s capital. He preached the great central 
truths of our faith and left the marginal and bizarre 
interpretations to others. He preached Jesus Christ 
a; man’s personal Saviour and Lord and the hope of 
the world. His sermons were intelligently orthodox, 
vigorously evangelistic, modern in application and 
persuasive in their eloquence. Men and women and 
youth confessed Christ as Lord and Saviour, the 
evangelistic impulse of the churches was quickened, 
the life of the city moved God-ward. 


Most of the Presbyterian Churches in and among 
Washington participated. The Presbytery of Wash- 
ington City commended the campaign to its minis- 
ters and churches for voluntary participation. The 
spiritual tone of many churches was lifted, the evan- 


velistic program was intensified, and there were 
‘many reafhrmations and confessions of faith. 


‘The Monday morning ministers’ breakfasts were 
of inestimable value and brought together some two 
hundred fifty ministers. Here clergy of the historic 
Reformation Churches and the representatives of 
the later sects all received inspiration. 


The “follow-up” efforts for the integration, con- 
servation, and nurture of those who made decisions 
has been very effective. 


Atter many weeks of careful planning, diligent 
works, much prayer, five weeks of meetings, and 
continuous “follow-up,” the nation’s capital and its 
churches are better for Dr. Graham's visit. 


Houston -- 


By The Rev. Charles L. King, D. D. 


Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, 
Houston, Tex. 


Billy Graham's five weeks meeting in Houston, 
Texas, brought together more churches in joint 
effort than any undertaking in recent years. The 
yood eftects of this fellowship will remain. 


Religion and the Christian Gospel had a larger 
place in the press and in general conversation than 
ever before. People were made to think about the 
claims of the Gospel. 


‘The two luncheons for business men brought out 
well over a thousand men. The messages of Billy 
Graham moved these men as the writer of this tes- 
timonial had never seen them moved. Many came 
to the evening services and brought others. 
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Tremendous crowds heard the Gospel preached. 
The services of the first weeks were in the Coli- 
seum which seats 15,000. The last two weeks were 
in Rice Stadium which seats 70,000. On a Sun- 
day evening, 62,000 were present and profound 
quietness and reverence prevailed. “Two thousand 
responded to the ihvitation. 


‘There were thousands of reconsecrations. Whole 
families rededicated themselves to God and His 
Church. There were thousands of confessions of 
faith. It will be well nigh impossible to determine 
the exact number. Many who signed confession 
cards were or had been members of the church. 
Should the number of confessions turn out to be 
fewer than some of us think, we would still be- 
lieve that the meeting brought Houston tremendous 
good. 


More than one Presbyterian minister has written 
asking for counsel as to whether or no he and his 
church should cooperate in a Billy Graham meet- 
ing. My answer has been cooperate wholeheartedly. 


Jackson -- 


By The Rev. Mare C. Weersing 


Pastor, Central Presbyterian Church, 
Jackson, Miss. 


The city of Jackson, Miss., its churches, its peo- 
ple, have experienced a gracious, powerful revival 
such as they have never known in their history. For 
23 nights, over a period of four weeks, an average 
nightly attendance of 15,752 people heard this 
mighty man of God preach God’s Eternal Truth. 
A closing night attendance of 25,000 gave brilliant 
and enthusiastic witness to the power of the Gos- 
pel appeal. A total of 5,927 decisions were made, an 
estimated 38 per cent being first decisions or accept- 
ances of Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. A re- 
markable follow-up program has been instituted 
and is working. Tremendous permanent value will 


_be received from the Holy Spirit’s use of the Gra- 


ham group in our city. 


‘The movement to bring this group of evangelists 
to Jackson was initiated by a layman and a great 
part of the preparatory organizational load was 
carried by laymen. The churches and ministers in 
the Protestant tradition were enthusiastically co- 
operative. There were 60 out of a possible 64 
churches which cooperated. Concerted prayer, com- 
passionate seeking of non-Christians, and conse- 
crated service of a high order marked the entire 
experience of planning and participating in the Cru- 
sade, 


The matter of financing the Crusade appeared at 
first to be somewhat of a hurdle. However, by sim- 
ply presenting the budget needs, the nightly offer- 
ings were sufficient. For about one week, no offer- 
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ings were necessary. Five special offerings were al- 
lowed for the Hour of Decision Broadcast. 


We of the church in this city are humbly and 
enthusiastically grateful to God for this experience. 
Blessings beyond our highest expectations have come 
and will stay. The Billy Graham Crusade was hon- 
ored by God in our city. 


By The Rev. John Reed Miller 


Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, 
Jackson, Miss. 


I have never heard a more dynamic, Spirit-tilled 
and gifted evangelist than Billy Graham. | am 
convinced that he is God's man to bring the revival 
in America for which all of us have been praying. 
During the four weeks of his ministry in Jackson, 
the city was shaken to its very foundations, ‘Thou- 
sands were brought to decisions in a solemn and 
sane way. The Holy Spirit truly used this young 
man here to stir the consciences of thousands. 


1 gave all-out support to Billy Graham—and how 
grateful I am that | did! ‘There has been a spiritual 
awakening throughout my entire church. Last week 
we had 320 persons at the mid-week prayer meet- 
ing. More than two score of my own young people 
went forward to re-dedicate their lives. God has 
worked miracles among us. 7 


I am convinced that God has chosen Billy Gra- 
ham to stir our nation and to turn the tide back to 


By Chalmers W. Alexander 


Elder, First Presbyterian Church, 
Jackson, Miss. 


The Billy Graham Campaign in Jackson, Miss., 
Was a tremendous success. It brought a great spirit- 
ual blessing which will continue in this community 
tor many years to come. At the closing service somg 
27,000 persons were present, and this was the la¥g- 
est crowd ever assembled in Mississippi's capital 
city for any purpose. In all, during the campaign, 
the total attendance at the night services amounted 
to 371,800 persons. At the invitation times, 5,930 
came torward to make personal decisions. 


There were several reasons why the campaign 
was such a great success. First, thousands of people 
were praying for a great out-pouring of the Holy 
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Spirit, and their prayers were answered. Secondly, 
most of the churches put their full weight behind 
the meeting. Every Presbyterian church in Jackson 
backed the meetings to the limit. In the third place, 
Billy Graham and his associates sought only to do 
the will of God. Everything they sought was for 
the glory of God. All the messages were Spirit? 
filled and Bible-centered,-All were anchored to the 
rock of God’s Word. They appealed to the mind 
and touched the heart. Fourth, the inquirers who 
came forward were shown the way to Christ by use 


of God’s Word. 


All were channeled into the local churches. As a 
result, many new members have been added to the 
local churches. Old members have been revived, and 
there is a new spirit present in’ the church services. 
On July 23, there were 320 present at the mid-week 
prayer meeting of our First Presbyterian Church. 
This was the largest prayer meeting crowd that we 
have ever had in our local church, 


I endorse, without reservation, all of the work 
which Billy Graham has done here, 


By The Rev. R. D. Bedinger, D.D. 


Superintendent of Home Missions, 
Central Mississippi Presbytery 


In my 41 years in the ministry it has been my 
pleasure and profit to hear many of the great evan- 
gelists of our country. 


But never have | been so stirred as during the 
Billy Graham meeting, June 15-July 11. Never 
have I seen so perfect an organiation, It seemed to 
me that there was not one mistake, one false step. 


As my 74 year old neighbor testified, “Billy Gra- 
ham and his team are fine, I cannot find one word 
of criticism, and if an old man such as I finds noth- 
ing to criticize, then they must be all right!” 


1 was impressed with the deep spirituality of every 
member of the team; with the passionate, pleading 
messages of Billy, his absolute loyalty and appeal 
again and again to the Scripture, his perfect com- 
mand of vast audiences, the multitudes asking for 
prayer and coming forward to make decisions. 


It was my good fortune to be on the platform one 


night toward the close of the/méeeting when Billy 
challenged the youth to come forward in significa- 
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tion of their desire to give themselves to full time 
Christian service in the ministry, as missionaries, or 
otherwise. 


Never, never shall I be able to erase that scene 
from my memory; surely there must have been 
hundreds, perhaps more than a thousand young peo- 
ple, white and black, who stood there with upturn- 
ed, glorified countenances as Billy told them what 
such a decision meant. 


How can I ever forget the stream of converts, 
each evening, at the close of the service that wend- 
ed its way slowly, impressively, in perfect silence, 
with the great throngs standing, praying, looking, 
to the tent for counsel and advice from Billy and a 
multitude of personal workers. 


More than 500 made decisions, 56 per cent for 
the first time, confessing Christ. 


People came from all over the state, from ‘Texas, 
Louisiana, Alabama, ‘Tennessee, England, Paris, 
thousands and thousands, one night 27,000, 


Billy never berated the Church, nor the minis- 
ters. He was not extreme on anything, but a Spirit 
filled prophet of God, against sin and fearless in its 
denunciation. Jackson will never be the same again. 
Something of tremendous importance happened here. 
Church members have been revived. Souls have been 
saved. The churches have been blessed. Hundreds 
have already united with local churches and they 
keep coming every Sunday. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR AUGUST 24 


votional Reading: Psalm 21:1-7. 


be moved.” From the abundant and interesting ma- 
terial which we have for our study I wish to select 
some of the most salient facts. Suppose I divide the 
lesson in this way: (1) David anointed by Samuel, 
(2) David a court favorite, (3) David a hunted 
fugitive, (4) David on the throne. Many facts will 
have to be omitted, but can be gathered from the 
lesson material. 


f I. David Anointed by Samuel: 
p I Samuel 16:1-13 


God commanded Samuel to go to Jesse the Beth- 
lehemite and select one of his family to be king to 
succeed Saul. Samuel hides the real purpose of his 
going for fear of Saul and calls Jesse and his sons to 
the sacrifice which he is to make to the Lord. None 
of the older boys who were at the meeting were 
designated as the one chosen of God, so the prophet 
asks if there is another. When the lad David, “rud- 
dy, of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look 
at” is come, God tells Samuel that he is His choice. 
So Samuel takes the horn of oil and anoints him in 
the midst of his brethren: “‘and the Spirit of the 
Lord came upon David from that day forward.” 


IT. David, the Court Favorite: 
| Samuel 16:14 - 18:9 


Saul, who had been rejected by the Lord, now 
begins to be afflicted with an evil spirit. His ser- 
vants suggest that “a cunning player on the harp” 
be found whose music might soothe the mind of 
the king. One of the servants tells him of David and 
he is brought to court and Saul is much attracted 
to him: “and he loved him greatly and he became 
his armorbearer.” Saul asks Jesse to allow David 
to remain at court: “And it came to pass, when the 
evil spirit from God was upon Saul, that David 
took an harp, and played with his hand: so Saul 
was refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit de- 
parted from hith 


In chapter 17 we have the story which entrances 
children, (and older folk, too) ; the story of David 
slaying the giant Goliath. Suffice it to say that this 
courageous act enhanced David's popularity at 
court. Jonathan, the king’s son was completely won 
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David Becomes King 


Scripture: I Samuel 16; 18; 22:1-2; 23: 
15-18; II Samuel 1:1-2:4a; 3:1; 5:1-5. De- 


David had many weak spots in his character and committed two of the most heinous sins known to man- 
kind, but with all his faults he was never disloyal to Jehovah. He was never an idolater, and his love tor God 
and trust in God are seen in many psalms of thanksgiving and praise, and these psalms were often set to 
music and sung in the service of the Lord. In Psalms 21 we have one of these characteristic expressions of his 
heart’s devotion : “For the king trusteth in the Lord, and hepugh the mercy of the Most High he shall not 


over. “The soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul 
of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.” 
Thus there began that classic friendship which has 
been a proverb for all time. 


David behaved himself wisely, and Saul set him 
over the men of war. His popularity increased and 
when he returned from the slaughter of the Philis- 
tines the women sang their refrain, “Skul has slain 
his thousands, but David his ten thous 
was too much for Saul and there ca 
heart the spirit of envy and jealousy which soon be- 
came an obsession with him. “And Saul eyed David 
from that day forward,” is the way the Bible states 
it. 

III. David, the Hunted Fugitive: 
18:9 - through Chapter 24 


The first serious evidence of this insane jealousy 
is seen in 18:10. As David was playing before Saul, 
the king suddenly cast a javelin at him, but the 
vouth evaded it. Then Saul became “‘afraid of Da- 
vid,” for he saw that he behaved himself wisely and 
that the Lord was with him. 


His next move was more subtle. He promised 
him Merab, his eldest daughter, as his wife. (This 
would have been an acknowledgment of David's 
claim to the throne). He encouraged David to be 
valiant in his fights with the Philistines, hoping 
that he would be slain in battle. He breaks his 
promise, and gives his daughter, Merab, to another. 


Saul finds out that Michael, his younger daugh- 
ter, loves David and sets another trap for him, ask- 
ing for evidence of his slaying one hundred Philis- 
tines. This time he keeps his promise and Michael 
becomes the wife of David. But Saul’s hatred in- 
creases, and he became David’s enemy continually. 
He gives orders to Jonathan and his servants to 
kill him. In chapter 18 we have the account of his 
increasing enmity and\his determination to get 
David slain. Dav: fled and e-caped, and came to 
Samue! to Ramah.” [n chzpter 20 we have the re- 
newal of the covenant between David and Jona- 
than, and his signal to his friend that he would 
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have to flee for safety. Saul even tries to kill his 
own son in a fit of anger. In chapter 21 David goes 
to Achish, king of Gath, where he passes himself 
off for a madman and is spared. He now makes his 
home for a time in the cave of Adullam, and be- 
gins to gather around him a body of men, a sort 
of bodyguard and army of desperadoes, some of 
whom became his celebrated “mighty men” of latter 
days. “And everyone that was in distress, and every- 
one that was in debt, oe that was dis- 
contented, gathered themsehes unto him: and he 
became a captain over them: and there was with 
him about four hundred men.”’ 


He goes to Mizpeh in Moab and his father and 
mother come to him there. He makes raids against 
the Philistines. All this time Saul is hunting him 
like a wild animal. Twice David spares his life, 
and Saul has some temporary spells of seeming sor- 
row and repentance, but his old jealousy reasserts 
itself. “‘And David said in his heart, I shall now 
perish one day by the hand of Saul: there is nothing 
better for me than that I should speedily escape 
into the land of the Philistines; and Saul shall de- 
spair of me to seek me any more in any coast of 
Israel: so shall I escape out of his hand.” This move 
got him into a most embarrassing position when the 
Philistines went to war with Saul. The overruling 
Providence of God together with the suspicion of 
some of the princes of the Philistines, rescued him 
from this dilemma, (much to his relief, no doubt). 
“Then Achish called David, and said unto him, 
Surely as the Lord liveth thou hast been upright 

. nevertheless the lords favor thee not. Where- 
fore now return, and go in peace, that thou dis- 
please not the lords of the Philistines.”” God moves 
in mysterious ways to protect His children. David 
would have had to betray his country, or this king 
who had befriended him. 


There is a very fine treatment of “David in the 
School of Adversity” in the New Analytical Bible, 
John \A Dickson Publishing Company, which | 
wish to quote in part: “In this school of adversity 
David came to know and handle men. It was an 
invaluable experience that was destined to be of the 


greatest service to him as king of Israel... . He not 
only came to know and handle men, but he came 
to know and handle himself . . . Finally, it was not 
only the occasion to know men and himself, but to 
know and trust God. How clearly this is exhibited 
by the psalms of this period. It kept his heart and 
spirit right. . . . In all of these things David's 
school of adversity gave him a rare training for the 
problems and perplexities, the duties and demands 
of his coming kingship.” 


IV. David on the Throne: 
II Samuel 1:1 - 2:4, and 3:1, 5:1-5 

Saul and Jonathan are both slain in the battle 
with the Philistines. It was a terrible defeat. 


When the news came to David he makes great 
lamentation over them. One can easily see how he 
could be genuinely and deeply grieved over the death 
of Jonathan, but his eulogy and grief over Saul is 
a bit forced, perhaps, for Saul had made complete 
shipwreck of his life. He was king, however, the 
Lord’s anointed, and David had respect for the of- 
fice he held. There is a lesson for us, we should 
respect all who are in places of authority. His atti- 
tude and reaction showed good statesmanship, and 
enhanced his popularity. 


Note in 2:1 a phrase which is characteristic of 
David; he “enquired of the Lord” before he made 
any move toward being king. This was habitual 
with him and explains much of his success, God 
tells him to go up to Hebron. The men of Judah 
came out and made him king over the house of 
Judah. He does another very “wise” thing, for it 
helped to unite the country. He sent messengers 
to the men of Jabesh-Gilead praising them for their 
kindness to Saul in burying him. 


Now there was long war between the house of 
David and the house of Saul: but David waxed 
stronger and stronger, and the house of Saul waxed 
weaker and weaker. Finally Joab slew Abner, the 
leader of Saul’s house. It was a treacherous act, 
but it brought matters to a climax. Then came all 
the tribes of Israel to David, ready to make him 
king over the entire nation. 
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“What's The Answer?” 


To pray in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ is to enter the presence of God in the Person of Christ, 
“accepted in the beloved.” ‘There is no other basis upon which we may merit a hearing. We do not deserve 
to be heard, nor will we te heard, except as we approach the Father through the Son, for no man is wor- 
thy to appear before the throne until cleansed in the blood of Christ and robed in His righteousness, As we 
approach the Father in the name of -he Son, we may be assured of a hearing, for as the Father heard Him 
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